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straddle the Chad–Darfur border. 
Crucially, Déby and a number of the 
main Darfur rebel leaders are Beri.3 
Since Déby became president, civilian, 
military, and economic power in Chad 
has been consolidated within the Beri 
community, and particularly within 
his own sub-group, the Bideyat, and 
his own clan, the Kolyala.4 

Throughout the 1990s Déby was a 
loyal ally of the regime in Sudan. He 
consistently refused to supply aid to 
Sudanese rebels—whether from Darfur 
or South Sudan—despite requests to 
do so since the early 1990s.5 But from 
2003 he was unable to stop the two 
rebel movements in Darfur, the Sudan 
Liberation Army (SLA) and the Justice 
and Equality Movement (JEM), from 
using Chad as a rear base, recruiting 
combatants even among the Chadian 
Republican Guard (a pillar of his re-
gime) and garnering support among 
the Chadian Beri, including those close 
to the government. In March and April 
2003, Déby sent Chadian troops to fight 
the SLA and the JEM inside Darfur. Not 
surprisingly, however, Beri soldiers 
from Chad showed little inclination to 
fight against other Beri and gave the 
Darfurian rebels advance warning. 

In March 2004, Déby served Khar-
toum by creating a dissident group 
within the JEM (the National Move-
ment for Reform and Development, or 
NMRD), which secured a short-lived 
ceasefire agreement with Khartoum in 
December 2004.6 He managed not only 
to weaken the JEM, but also to recast 
himself as a mediator for the Darfur 
conflict. On 8 April 2004, he hosted the 
Humanitarian Ceasefire Agreement 
between the Government of Sudan, 
the SLA, and the JEM. Very quickly, 
however, the Chadian mediation lost 
credibility among both the rebels and 
the Sudanese government due to its 
perceived partiality, and the agreement 
was violated by both sides.7	

Concurrently, Déby’s inability to 
prevent those close to him from sup-
porting the Darfur rebels weakened 
his credibility among power-brokers 
in Khartoum. In response, starting in 
2003, Khartoum incorporated Darfur-

based Chadian opposition elements 
into the janjawid.8 Primary among them 
were Arabs, themselves former sup-
porters of the Conseil démocratique 
révolutionnaire (CDR) (the main his-
torical Chadian Arab rebel group), as 
well as the Tama, traditional enemies 
of the Beri.9 When these groups were 
not fighting alongside the Sudanese 
army in Darfur, they launched periodic 
attacks on Chadian territory. 

Whether Khartoum wished to desta-
bilize the border region or install a 
puppet regime in Chad is not clear. 
From 2004 onwards, opponents of the 
regime in Chad streamed into Sudan in 
the hope of winning popular support.10 

For its part, Khartoum received anyone 
who might hurt the Chadian regime, 
including the Bideyat (among them 
close relatives of Déby), who gradually 
joined the rebellion. In May 2004 Déby 
escaped an attempted putsch fomented 
by soldiers from within his own ethnic 
group. Since then, and particularly 
since the end of 2005, desertions have 
multiplied. But, while deserters were 
leaving to join the rebels in Darfur in 
2003, they are now choosing anti-Déby 
rebel movements within Chad sup-
ported directly by Khartoum.

In 2004 Khartoum started asking 
the numerous rebel Chadian factions 
to unite. From 2005, Déby began a rap-
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