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cent of dwellings burnt to the ground. The fighting can involve hundreds of 
well-armed youths engaging in coordinated, militarized attacks. Increasing 
numbers of SPLA, police, and local officials have also been killed (UNSC, 
2009b, p. 1). Much of the worst violence occurred in remote and inaccessible 
areas, where the GoSS has little or no presence.
  Consistent with civil war-era violence, political factors are exacerbating 
the insecurity. There are widespread allegations of arms and ammunition 
being supplied within Southern Sudan by elements of the NCP/SAF in an 
effort to destabilize the South. Based on the North’s conduct during the civil 
war, these seem plausible; they hold wide currency in Southern Sudan,  
although neither the GoSS/SPLA nor the United Nations Mission in Sudan 
(UNMIS) has produced any documented evidence to date.42 
  In a region where tribal identities carry over into the political realm, 
there is also the widespread perception that Southern politicians are using 
and provoking tribal conflicts to consolidate their support bases.43 In the 
incendiary environment prevailing in Southern Sudan, perceptions alone—
whether justified or not—are sufficient to instigate local violence. Given the 
retaliatory nature of many of the conflicts, the struggle over natural resources, 

Table 1 Notable violent clashes targeting women and children in 2009

Month Location State Wounded Killed Displaced

March Lekwongole Jonglei 45 450 5,000

April Akobo Jonglei 70 250 15,000

May Torkej Upper Nile 57 71 10,000

June Nyaram Upper Nile 38 60 10,000

August Mareng Jonglei 18 185 n/a

August Panyangor Jonglei 64 42 24,000

September Duk Padiet Jonglei 100 160 n/a

October Terekeka Central 
Equatoria

n/a 30 22,000

Totals 392+ 1,248 86,000+

Source: adapted from MSF (2009, p. 15)


