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Appendix I. Who pays what?  
GNU and GoSS military spending

The lack of transparency in GNU and GoSS military spending makes it diffi-

cult to assess what resources are being used to sustain the accelerating levels 

of arms procurement by the SAF and SPLA. It seems unlikely, however, that 

publicly declared military spending by both the GNU and GoSS is sufficient 

to finance the arms acquisitions detailed in this report. This suggests either 

the partial financing of GNU and GoSS arms acquisitions from foreign assist-

ance or commodity exchange, or the spending of off-budget ‘war chests’ in both 

the North and the South.

  Direct comparison of GNU and GoSS spending is difficult, since public 

figures for GNU defence spending are only available up to 2006, the year that 

the GoSS began to publish its SPLA spending.

  GNU defence spending probably continues to outpace that of the GoSS. In 2006 

alone, the GNU’s defence and security spending rose to a level comparable to 

Table A1 GoSS spending on the SPLA, 2006–09 (USD)

  2006 2007 2008* 2009 (budget)

SPLA affairs 585,861,852 579,961,851 916,650,409 448,549,389

Salaries N/A N/A 547,091,419 391,225,969

Operating N/A N/A 250,943,609 42,216,675

Capital N/A N/A 118,615,381 15,106,745

Total GoSS 
spending

1,752,236,794 1,436,651,084 2,794,862,789 1,586,777,385

% of total 
spent on  
SPLA affairs

33% 40% 33% 28%

Note: * The 2008 figure includes additional funds from a supplementary budget request approved by Southern 

Sudan’s Legislative Assembly in September 2008. Additional funds to SPLA affairs were broadly in line with the 

level of additional funding across government.

Source: GoSS (2009) 


