
40  Small Arms Survey HSBA Working Paper 18 Lewis Skirting the Law  41

on URAL trucks; RPG-7Vs; and a large number of AKM assault rifles. The second 

contract consisted of T-72M1 and T-72M1K (command-version) main battle tanks, 

along with spare parts, tools, and accessories.67 The third included 13,926 rounds 

of 125 mm tank ammunition, suitable for T-72 tanks (MV Faina, 2008).

  These types of arms correspond precisely with those listed in the Ukrainian 

government’s national reports, and in its reporting to the UN Register of Con-

ventional Arms, as having been transferred from Ukraine to ‘Kenya’ during 2007 

and 2008, suggesting that these publicly reported transfers correspond to the 

first two ‘MOD/GOSS’-designated contracts of 2006 and 2007 (see Table 7).

  Both diplomatic and military sources close to the SPLA in Juba have informed 

the author that these weapons were destined for Southern Sudan, and that many 

have already arrived from Kenya.68 One military source close to the SPLA  

described in some detail the political and military considerations of their acqui-

sition following a visit by former SPLA Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Oyei Deng Ajak 

and other senior SPLA officers to Ukraine in early 2006. Three eyewitnesses in 

Juba described seeing new tanks, which matched the description of T-72 tanks, 

Table 7 Arms shipped from Ukraine to Mombasa under ‘GOSS’ contracts, 2007–09

Armament type Transferred from Ukraine 
in 2007 

Transferred from Ukraine 
to ‘Kenya’ in 2008–09

T-72 main battle tanks 77 33

125 mm tank ammunition 
rounds

n/a 13,926

BM-21 122 mm multiple-
launch rocket launchers*

2* 6

Anti-aircraft guns 15 (ZU-23-2, 23 mm)** 6 (ZPU-4, 14.5 mm)

RPGs 405 n/a (36 packages)

Automatic rifles 40,000 n/a

Notes: 

* The 2007 report of the Ukraine State Service for Export Control lists the transfer of two BM-21 systems to Kenya; 

Ukraine’s submission to the UN Register of Conventional Arms, by contrast, lists the transfer to Kenya of five ‘large-

calibre artillery systems’, including BM-21 (122 mm) systems and 203 mm systems.

** Figures in this column have all been taken from Ukrainian government reporting except one weapons category—

anti-aircraft guns—which is not included in these reports. Figures for anti-aircraft guns are taken from the ship-

ping documentation of the Beluga Endurance, and so should be regarded as a minimum figure.

Sources: col. 2: DSECU (2008); col. 3: MV Faina (2008); MV Beluga Endurance (2007)


