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military training, particularly for  
Sudan’s Islamist-inspired paramilitary 
force, the Popular Defence Forces.16

Over the period 2001–08 there was 
significant annual fluctuation in im-
ports reported by Khartoum to UN 
Comtrade (see Figure 2). But the aggre-
gate totals increased steeply from less 
than USD 1 million in 2001 to more than 
USD 23 million in 2008. Conventional 
munitions and artillery represented a 
little more than half of the total value 
imported over the period (54 per cent). 
Small arms and light weapons repre-
sented 43 per cent of the total, and 
small arms and light weapons ammu-
nition 3 per cent of the total over the 
period. Interestingly, small arms and 
light weapons imports peaked from 
2003 to 2006 and then declined some-
what, while imports of conventional 
munitions and artillery reached their 
highest levels in 2007–08.

The degree to which Sudan pro-
duces small arms and light weapons 
remains unclear. The NCP has long 
claimed that it is domestically capable 
of producing equipment ranging from 
assault rifles and RPGs to main battle 
tanks.17 Evidence for this capability, 
however, comes almost entirely from 
Sudanese government statements, 
and from photographs and statements 
on the website of Sudan’s overarching 
military production and procurement 
organization, the Military Industrial 
Corporation (MIC, n.d.). Most of these 
claims have yet to be independently 
substantiated. 

Arms supplies to the GoSS
Because of the CPA’s de facto prohi-
bition on SPLA rearmament in the  
interim period (2005–11), the GoSS has 
chosen to side-step the JDB—thereby 
avoiding a veto from the SAF—and 
has actively boosted its arms acquisi-
tions on the international market.  
Procurement is predicated on the 
GoSS’s assumption that future armed 
conflict with the NCP is likely and 
that the SPLA has a legitimate right to 
obtain military equipment and materiel 
as part of its ongoing professionaliza-
tion. The GoSS does not report imports 
to any official body, and Sudan’s Com
trade data does not include imports 

Figure 2 Annual procurement of small arms and light weapons, their ammunition, and  
conventional artillery/munitions reported by Khartoum to UN Comtrade, 2001–0819

USD millions

Figure 1 Primary small arms and light weapons suppliers to Sudan reported by Khartoum to 
UN Comtrade, 2001–08 (USD)18

Source: UN Comtrade (n.d.)
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China (61,607,440): 72.12%

Iran (18,496,036): 21.65%

Egypt (1,083,766): 1.27%

Hong Kong SAR (1,015,973): 1.19%

Turkey (975,743): 1.14%

Saudi Arabia (762,407): 0.89%

Germany (492,644): 0.58%

United Arab Emirates (390,139): 0.46%

Italy (285,776): 0.33%

Russian Federation (182,875): 0.21%

Kuwait (135,382): 0.16%


