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Table 1 Transfers to Sudan of major weapons systems reported to the UN Register, 

2004–07

Year Exporter Equipment Type Quantity

2004 Russian Federation Fighter aircraft MiG-29S 9

Belarus Armoured personnel carrier BTR-80 7

Belarus Infantry fighting vehicle BMP-1 1

Russian Federation Attack helicopter Not known* 4

2005 Russian Federation Attack helicopter Not known* 12

2006 Russian Federation Attack helicopter Not known* 4

2007 Belarus Armoured personnel carrier BTR-70 2

Russian Federation Attack helicopter Not known* 4

2008 Belarus Fighter aircraft Su-25 11

Russian Federation Attack helicopter Not known* 4

Note: Although publicly available 2008 reports have been included here, not all reporting states’ 2008 reports had 

been published at the time of writing.

* The aircraft could be armed Mi-8/17 transport helicopters or Mi-24 attack helicopters; both are operated by the 

Sudanese Air Force.

Source: UN Register of Conventional Arms

  Several of Sudan’s state suppliers, notably China and Iran, are invisible 

within the UN Register’s voluntary reporting. Sudan’s acquisition of Iranian 

and Chinese heavy weaponry is nonetheless evidenced by photographs and 

parades of Sudanese military equipment. In several cases either these weap-

ons systems are of relatively recent production, or Sudan constitutes their 

only known foreign user. It is thus likely that they were acquired directly 

from China or Iran, rather than from other foreign users or international pri-

vate markets. The weapons systems include Chinese Type 85II main battle 

tanks, introduced in the 1990s for the export market and first seen in Sudan 

in 2007;22 ZSL92 (Type 92) wheeled armoured vehicles, introduced in China 

in the mid-1990s and also first seen in Sudan in 2007;23 and K-8 combat jet 

trainers, reportedly acquired in 2006 (Jane’s Defence Industry, 2007). Deliveries 

of Iranian-origin heavy weaponry have emerged more recently: new Iranian-

origin Rakhsh armoured personnel carriers (APCs) mounted with 12.7 mm 


