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The significance of the JIUs
The JIUs are designed to meet a number 
of purposes. Functionally, they are to 
provide an interim unified military 
capability for the defence of both the 
state’s sovereignty from external threats 
and its internal needs for security pro-
vision. As the CPA stipulated the with-
drawal of the SAF from the South and 
the SPLA from the North, the JIUs 
provide a de facto national army for 
both regions during the interim period. 
More specifically, the JIUs are expected 
to replace the so-called ‘oil police’11 in 
Unity and Upper Nile States. These 
troops have been contentious because 
of the strategic value of the oil fields 
and the efforts of both sides to control 
them. During the war, Khartoum con-

trolled and defended the oil areas 
through proxy forces, police, and SAF 
troops. The SPLA is naturally eager to 
see its own presence in these areas 
strengthened, and the JIUs provide a 
mechanism for doing so. At the same 
time, the JIUs are also supposed to fill 
the security vacuum left by the with-
drawal of SPLA troops from Blue Nile 
and South Kordofan States, and to sup-
ply security in major southern Sudanese 
towns following the SPLA’s withdrawal 
from major urban centres, as stipulated 
by the CPA. 

Symbolically, the purpose of the 
JIUs is to provide a ‘symbol of national 
unity during the interim period’.12 The 
burden placed on the Government of 
National Unity (GNU), specifically the 

	 More significantly, the failure to 
deploy functioning units is delay-
ing implementation of other key 
provisions of the CPA, notably the 
redeployment of SPLA forces from 
disputed border areas and of SAF 
troops from oil-producing areas in 
South Sudan.

If the obstacles facing full deploy-
ment and functioning of the JIUs are 
not unblocked, they could threaten the 
entire CPA. Failed JIU deployment is 
already serving as a pretext for parties 
to roll back and violate key CPA pro-
visions. The active and immediate  
assistance of the international commu-
nity—through the JIU Support Group 
or otherwise—is required to resolve 
these issues.
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Verified Joint Integrated Unit deployments as of 11 March 2008
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