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has provided English-language train-
ing, and over the past year the British 
government has trained 30 JIU officers, 
including by providing instruction on 
peace support operations and defence 
management. It expects to continue the 
training, and to provide an expanded 
programme of in-country training. 

These are significant successes given 
the immensity of the task of creating 
joint integrated units between bitter 
enemies and the scale of doing so in a 
country as large and as underdeveloped 
as Sudan.

National Congress Party (NCP) and the 
Sudanese People’s Liberation Movement 
(SPLM), is to ‘make unity attractive’ to 
the people of South Sudan prior to the 
referendum on independence. After the 
long and bloody civil war (1983–2005), 
it was believed that a unified army 
would demonstrate the potential for 
renewed amity and cooperation. A 
prominent and effective national force 
was also seen as a prerequisite for  
security and a desired ‘peace dividend’. 

The strategic significance of the JIUs 
for the NCP is that they also allow it to 
maintain a SAF presence in the South 
for the duration of the interim period. 
For the SPLA, the JIUs provide an  
opportunity to keep forces in the dis-
puted areas of South Kordofan (includ-
ing the region of Abyei13) and Blue Nile 
States. For the international community, 
the units provide a means for encour-
aging tangible cooperation between 
the parties. 

Present status of the JIUs: 
some notable successes
The JIUs have had a number of suc-
cesses, although they remain modest. 
First, a Joint Doctrine has been agreed 
outlining modalities for routine opera-
tions, including standard operating 
procedures and codes of conduct.14 
Although it is rudimentary and builds 
off both SAF and SPLA doctrines, it pro-
vides a starting point for defining the 
specific protocols for JIU operations. 
Second, in contrast to the SPLA, JIU 
members are routinely paid their sala-
ries. They have also enjoyed better 
provisioning than the SPLA, although 
overall they, too, remain woefully under-
supplied. Third, the early and complete 
segregation of the JIU troops from the 
SAF and SPLA appears to be slowly 
changing, with co-location of their 
contingents becoming more common. 

The first co-location of troops  
occurred in Wau and Juba in 2006 and 
then in Malakal, a highly contentious 
location, where the SAF had long  
delayed relinquishing its base to joint 
control. Operationally, mixed JIUs 

have begun conducting joint patrols 
in their areas of responsibility. While 
this has not yet been extensive, and 
has consisted mainly of JIU patrols on 
Land Cruisers around Malakal, it has 
ensured at least some public exposure. 
In Wau, the local JIU has reportedly 
assisted the governor’s office in devel-
oping the city as a ‘weapon-free zone’.15 
In the same region, 140 mixed JIU 
troops have been trained in demining 
and subsequently participated in the 
demining of the Babanusa–Wau rail-
way line.16 In addition, a UK company 

Figure 1 Total JIU Deployment Progress, January 2006—March 2008
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Figure 2 JIU Deployment by UNMIS Sector, 11 March 2008
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